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3 May Holy Communion Rev Jon Salmon
Family Worship Rev Jon Salmon &
Giles Murphy
P3
6 May Nursery Service
10 May Holy Communion Rev Jon Salmon
Evening Worship Kate Robinso&
Sarah Brayshaw
11 May Monday Night Worship Keith & Lisa Waite
13 May Nursery Service
17 May Morning Worship Mr G Carpenter
Family Worship Rev Jon Salmon &
Cath Bethell
P3
20 May Nursery Service
21 May Holy Communion Rev Jon Salmon
Ascension Day
24 May Family Worship Rev Jon Salmon &
Giles Murphy
Holy Communion Rev Jon Salmon
31 May All Age Communion Rev Jon Salmon &
Cath Bethell
P3
3 June Nursery Service
7 June Holy Communion Dr John Sumitra
Family Worship Rev Jon Salmon
P3
10 June Nursery Service

Please note that there is a Nursery Service every Wednesday
termtime .
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A Time of Prayer:
Every Sunday, from 9.30am, in the Chapel,
before the 10am service
WEEKLY PRAYERS:
9.45am W ednesdays (Communion 4th Wed)
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The Church Vestry is staffed on Saturdays between 9.30am and 11.00am.
If you would | ike to arrange a Thanksgiving for the birth of a chila,
a Baptism or a Marriage, or discuss any pastoral matters, please come then,
or ring the Church Office on 0118 931 3124.
Jond s ay dff is Friday.
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Mi ni ster s Letter

Easter: here one minute, gone t he next! How was Easter for
you? Do you think the world around us, our colleagues and
friends and family, took on board the real meaning of Easter
this year any more than in past years? It was pretty good to
see nearly 90 people gather in the ASDA car p ark for our
outdoor Good Friday service, and wonderful that several other
local churches were with us, and we may have attracted the
passing attention of some of the many shoppers, but the fact
remains that , for the majority , Easter is a chance to have a b reak (or to spend
it queuing somewhere or other!) and Jesus plays no part at all. | believe this
will change when Christians push more deeply into God and his purposes and do
our Christianity differently. God can do whatever he wishes but he has chosen

to use Christians to go and make disciples. So, are we effective enough at
this? I d & an§ goodthbping &nd praying that loads of new folk will
miraculously appear at services at Easter and/ or Christmas if we
down to finding more eff ective ways of showing them Jesus during the rest of
the year, on a daily basis. That is, showing his amazing love and grace and how
he can transform lives. | was touched during the Hour at the Cross service
when we stood around a large old rough cross a nd hammered nails into it. As
the sound reverberated around the church , it deepened my appreciation of
what Jesus went through for me, and everyone, as the nails were hammered
into him all those years ago. | want others to appreciate this too.

As we look towards the summer , three landmarks stand out. Firstly , there is
the CTEER 24-7 prayer week coming up which starts on 31 May. We are
hosting this. Please see the separate article in this magazine about it. Please
do take part and pray that we can cov er all the slots and have a whole week of
unbroken prayer about what God wants his church in the local area to be
involved in.

Secondly, as a church we need to focus once more on stewardship. This will,
inevitably, concentrate to a large extent on how we  can sort out our finances
but mustndt be seen as simply a finance ma

to what | 6ve already said above about beir
following Jesus. So, the third priority will be the vision setting w ork | spoke
about in |l ast monthds magazine. Rai sing

done in conjunction with identifying clear priorities for us into the future.
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Our financial situation remains urgent and needs to be tackled directly but
must be seeni n conjunction with what God want s
that our giving has gone up, and by an appreciable percentage. However, it

really was starting from a very low base , given our current expenditure , and so

still needs to go up by quite a bit if we are to maintain our current levels of
expenditure. And this doesndt deal with 3
on new work, such as on a youth worker. Gordon will be keeping us informed of

progress. The options are simple. We cannot set a def icit budget any more.

Neither can we borrow money to keep us going. So, we either have to up our

income or cut expenditure. To reiterate and clarify what | said back in

January, if the majority of us contribute a little more , then we should easily

turn the situation around. Ten pounds a month extra per adult would make a

massive difference! Gordon is planning an action programme and we are

planning another extra Church Meeting on 17 May after the 10am service to

look at this. These are exciting times which certainly contain challenge.

Please do pray about the way forward and engage in it.

I'tds great t o wel come Phil Hooper as o}
Churchwa r d e n) and Vronwyn Hutch who is going
forward to workingwith t hem both and wish them Godds |
on this work. A massive th ank you is due to Richard Cock s too, as he steps

down as Senior Steward.

On a personal note, Jo and | are extremely grateful for all your prayers,
support and friendship , as Jo prepares to begin chemotherapy. As | write , Jo

doesndé6t know how the chemo will affect he
track with what I dm wor king on at Trinity
need to duck out of thiseasyr t hat. I wonot

I hope you N j wonder ful Spring weat
Every blessing,

Jon
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Trinity Music Evening
Saturday 9 May
7pm
at Trinity Church

Please come and support the church through the music evening. Tickets are
now on sale for £7. All profits will go the church. This is meant to be a fun
social evening, plus a chance to raise funds.

U  The first half of the evening will reflect a wide range of individual/group
activities , from music and song to sketches. We have an amazing range of
talent.

U Joan and Gordon are going to cook up a lovely chilli con carne and rice meal
for us and there will be home made sweets during the interval. That alone
will be worth coming for! There will be a vegetarian option. Please see me
if you have any special dietary needs.

i The second half of the evening will take us through each decade from the
1940s onwards 0 with an opportunity to join in and sing.

Please can you offer to help  with:

1 making a sweet

1  bringing something for the raffle

1  being a door steward

1 setting up tables and chairs at 5.30pm on the Saturday
as more people are still needed. The XYZ pigeon hole can be used for
communication or please talk to me.

Sandy Catchick

May 2009 5



Finance Update

You will see on the back of this magazine a notice of a
Special Church Meeting called for Sunday 17 May after
the 10.00am service . The meeting is to agree a detailed
budget for the year September 2009 to August 2010.
This is an early start to next year , you may think, but
necessary. You will be aware that we have been having deficit budgets fo r the
past 4 years and this has reduced our reserves down to b  etween £6,000 and
NIL - nil if we have to replace the boiler  which is now over 20 years old. The
Church Council have agreed the proposed budget and the bases of the budget,
which are:

1. We cannot have a deficit next year.

2. We cannot borrow money to pay the basic church running costs.

3.  We need to take positive action in the next budget.

There was some good news - Standing Order giving has increased 29 .5% when
comparing the Sept 08 - Dec 08 period with t he period Jan 09 - March 09.
This increase has come without any decrease in cash and envelope giving, thank
you Trinity members. But | am afraid to report that, when you add in
increasing costs for nex t year, the church still needs more income. All the
detail will be given atth e Special Meeting on the 17 May, so please book this in
your diary NOW.

If we are to go forward as a  church, we all have a part to play. Nicky Gumbel
of Alpha said, dThere are 3 types of people in Church - those who make things
happen, those who watch things happen, and those who haven't a clue what's
h a p p e n Comg aong to the special meeting and make things happen !
Gordon Guile, Treasurer
Collections September 2008 to M____arch 2009

Ave Ave Ave
Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar YTD 2007/8 2006/7
Cash 954 1185 1092 677 913 775 1063 951 1005 1019
Envs 1134 1259 1473 1178 1259 1163 1350 1259 1188 1361
SO 2984 2491 3154 2699 3691 3595 3718 3190 3093 2908
Tot 5072 4935 5719 4554 5863 5533 6131 5400 5286 5288
Wks 4 4 5 4 4 4 5 1 month 1 month
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Dressed for the Challenge

dFinally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armour
of God so that you can take your Fertoarnd
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the heavenly
realms. Therefore, put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil
comes, you may be able fo stand your ground, and after you have done
everything, to stand.  Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around
Yyour waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet
fitted with the readiness that comes from the g ospel of peace. In addition to
all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the
flaming arrows of the evil one.  Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of
the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all  occasions
with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in minad, be alert and always
keep on praying for all the saints. 0

Ephesians 6:10-18

Recently, | had to attend an Employment Tribunal as a witness for my
organisation. The situation has been ev olving since last summer and, despite
several attempts from our side to do so, could not be settled out of court.

This being the case, after a lot of preparation and mounting anxiety, the day
approached. | decided to spend the day before the tribunal pre paring at
home, but felt vulnerable and tearful, and when a work colleague called to see
how | was doing, | dissolved into tears over the phone! Although | worked all

ag

day, I di dndt seem to be making much hea

before me and | almost cried off going to the Alpha meeting that evening, but
as | had promised to take dessert, | decided to go , thinking that the break
would probably do me good. Before | did so, | called Anna and asked the
prayer chain to pray for peace for me and a  just outcome to the tribunal.

That evening6s talk was about resisting
of God to protect us as we go about daily lives , as the devil is sly and cunning in
his attempts to deceive us and Thisesmugkta us

chord with me and | felt that | really

preparation for the tribunal.

| set my alarm early for the next day , so that | could do some more
preparation but woke half an hour before it went off. | decided to get up and
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read Ephesians 6 and pray about the day ahead. As | read the passage, |

prayed about each aspect of the armour and how | felt | needed it in that

situation & more than anything, | needed the resilience to stand firm from the
beginningtotheendof t he day; I didndt want t®@ be w
wanted to be quietly assertive and sure of what to say.

In my mind, | put on the belt of truth 0 | would of course speak the truth;

there was no mileage in anythingreppeddbbt
cross-questioning where, by the things you say, you unwittingly ensnare

yourself.  After what we had read (during Alpha) about how the serpent

tricked Eve, | knew this was the way he worked and | stood against it.

| also put on the breastpla te of righteousness; when we had
restructured, which had resulted in the redundancies, we had
acted in good faith so | gave over the whole situation to God o}
if we had done the wrong thing, then we must take the
consequences & | asked God for a fair and ju st outcome,
whatever that might mean.

On my feet, | needed the readiness that comes from the
gospel of peace, and | can honestly say that , as | was reading and
applying this passage of Goddés word to th
peace and, having that, | felt ready. | was not naive enough to think it would
be plain sailing and knew that the situation would test me; | needed to take up
my shield of faith and use that to defend myself against, and extinguish, the
flaming arrows. | prayed that the person who had appealed against our
decision to make her redundant would not get emotional and angry and, if she
did, that | would be able to keep calm myself.

As for the helmet of salvation and the sword of the spirit, which is the Word

of God: | really did not want to be torn apart by the cross questioning and |

di dndt want the claimant to feel l'i ke this
civil and professional in our questions and responses to each other. | asked

God to help us both to think logically a nd be structured about what we had to

say.

And last of all, to pray, and | ask ed God to help me to remember to pray &
about everything!
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After doing some work, which was very productive (compared to my
meanderings of the previous day), | walked my dog (as | usually do at the start
of the day). As we walked, the birds sang their praises to God and they helped
me change my focus from being inwards to upwards and | was able to give
thanks for the day.  Then, in my head, | was walking clothed in the armour of

God 8 protecting my mind and my body and,agai n, | fel tltwdodd s

like a rock, making me feel solid and self -assured.

Later that morning, when | took my seat in the witness stand, | felt calm and
composed, which was just as well , as my witness statement took two and a half
hours to get through, and then the cross -questioning straddled lunch.  This

meant that I couldnoét talk to our soli
me the opportunity to pray and ensure that my armour was still in plac e, and to
take up my shield of faith ready to extinguish any fiery darts. Amazingly,

however, the claimant remained calm and did not get angry, and the cross -
guestioning was fairly straight forward. By 3pm, | had finished and the
proceedings were adjourne d to be resumed at a later date. | had stood firm
and, when it was all over, | still felt calm and reassured!

Reflecting on what happened, it was not the ordeal | had imagined, but an

cit

amazing spiritual experience 6God&6s peace was wondéeEs fwdr d e

in preparation and at intervals during the day gave me strength and
reassurance.

For those of you that prayed as part of

give thanks to God 0 He really di d answer your prayers &1 felt peaceful and a
lot mor e besides. The tribunal will resume at the beginning of July dso | may
well contact the prayer chain again closer to the time and ask you to pray
again.

Meanwhi l e, | am stildl reeling at God®os

really is good!

Anita Stubbs
Easter Day 09
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Baptisms

Ar e you an adul t or teenager and havent

baptised? Would you like,to b@you@r

let me know. At least have a chat about i t . Il dm T
to be doing some infant and teenage and an adult li\] ﬁ‘”ﬁ
baptism all together on 7 June at the 10am service at v
the end of the CTEER 24 -7 prayer week. ) (

\

Every blessing,

Jon

to the Trinity Concert Band

Thank you, Trinity Concert Ban d, for donating half the profit to Trinity Church

of the concert held at Trinity on Saturday 7 February 2009 . Joan and | went
and had a fantastic evening of live music. Such a large sound from so many
instruments, 40 or more | would guess. Great harmony and very well le d,

everyone obeying the baton.

The Trinity Concert Band practise at Trinity every Tuesday evening, this by

the way gives us an income of £100 per month which is very helpful. The half
share gave the church £375.00, again thank you. By the way, when you see
other concerts advertised , we can recommend you go and take a friend. You
will both have a great evening and enjoy some very different and live music.

Gordon Guile
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SOS

0Something on Sundayo6 (SOS) i s ersat@rinityew you
We usually meet on Sundays during the morni ng service, starting about

10.25am and finishing about 11.15am. Some of our members led the 10am

service on Palm Sunday. If you were there, you may remember that we

dressed Jon up as a palm tree and decorated the church with lots of
streamer s. We also taught you a fun acti
brillo.

If you are aged between 13 and 18 and would like to join us, we would love to
see you. We always start our meetings with a chat a nd refreshments before
getting on with the planned activities. We plan our programme together at the
start of each term, so everybody can have a say in what they want to do. If
you would like to know more, please speak to one of us or email Kay on
trinit y.magazine(at)ntlworld.com.

Our programme for the summer term includes a couple of Friday evening
socials as well as the usual Sunday morning meetings. Plans for May are:

Sunday 3 May Box Games

Friday 8 May Film & Pizza Night (8pm to 10p
Sunday 10 May OReel 1 ssueso6 discussion of th
Sunday 17 May Cooking

Sunday 24 May Planning a lesson for the Nursery Class

Sunday 31 May NO MEETING (Half Term & All Age Communion)

Sunday 7 June Attending the 10am church service - baptisms

Sarah Brayshaw, Joanna Hassan & Kay Slack
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CTEER 24-7

31 May 0 7 June

Trinity is privileged to be hosting & new
prayer week wedve st stattseatdourtl@am geuvicd an381 s e .
May and will conclude the following week , on 7 June, at the 10am service (at
which wedl | have s.everal baptisms too)

The whole week is divided into blocks of six hours which different churches in

CTEER are signing up to attend and pray through. The main church and chapel

will be set up much like our 24 -1 which some of us attended last year, so
theredl | be |l oads of di fferent resour ces
participating churches, to help everyone pray.

There are t hree purposes for doing this 24 -7 and these are :

1  To provide a new opportunity, in itself, to work together

T To see, 0 u n d ehat we areall invwleetl ia .
1 To see whether, as a result of a week of continual prayer, we might
hear God sayingweshoul d be getting involved in

There is a growing sense that CTEER needs a fresh impetus, and what better
way to seek this than by coming together in prayer.

Some of you won 872prakeni®allabauh aMhy ndthave a look at
the 24 -7 website ( www.24-7prayer.com ) which says the following:

24-7 prayer started by accident in September 1999, with a bunch of young
people in England who got the crazy idea of tryin g to pray non-stop for a
month. God turned up and they couldn't stop til | Christmas!
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http://www.24-7prayer.com/

From there the prayer meeting has spread into many  nations, denominations
and age groups. Hundreds of non -stop prayer meetings now link up here on the
web to form a unique chain of prayer. o©

Thisisthere f ore an i nternational initiative anc
come from this one. To make it work , the churches in CTEER need to sign up.

This is happening at the moment, albeit a little slowly , so please pray that we

can have as many as possible sign up, especially during the night time. These

slots are usually the last to fill up but can be the most beneficial time to take

part. |l 6ve signed Trinity wup for the fir:
up for probably 2 mor ars for usT W\etai@ lole ofmlek e 2 4
bi ggest churches in CTEER so should be abl
Youth Net and the small groups about getting involved, and individuals can
obviously sign up. Wedll get a sign up sh

I 81 | beadpmaaching relevant people and groups about providing display
resources for what wedre up to at Trinity,
local area to be praying about.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE INVOLVED , PLEASE CONTACT ME.
This could be anamazing event! Letds make it so.
Cheers,

Jon

A father was reading Bible stories to]his
Lot was warned to take his wife and flee out of the city, but his wife looked
back and was turned t dNhsaal th.adp p ethiesd s wmn] tasek
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Herearetheanswer s t o | ast

saster Crossworrg)
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Clues Across Answers
2 Why the worker likes Easter (4 -3-7) FOUR DAY WEEKEND
8 Cute Easter mascot (5) BUNNY
14 Washed his hands (7-6) PONTIUS PILAT E
15 Unconventional hat material (6) THORNS
16 Number of days in limbo (5) THREE
17 Dying place (9) JERUSALEM
19 Swiss chocolatier (5) LINDT
20 One a penny, two a penny (3-5-4) HOT CROSS BUNS
Clues Down Answers
1 Fourth Sunday of Lent (9-6) MOTHERING SUNDAY
3 Joseph@pf é ARIMATHEA
4 Paint 6em, eat ©&em, N
youdd written down (®h EGGS
5 Mode of transport  (6) DONKEY
6 First communion (4-6) LAST SUPPER
7 Roman execution (11) CRUCIFIXION
9 Place of a skull (8) GOLGOTHA
10 Egg search (4) HUNT
11 Miraculous event (12) RESURRECTION
12 Essential ingredient! (9) CHOCOLATE
13 Dish of L@®ntds E PANCAKES
18 Betrayer (5) JUDAS
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At the recent annual stocktaking, the following boo
(ie neither on the shelves nor accounted for on the issue sheets).

Trinity Library

ks were found to be missing

Would all

those of you who use the library from time to time have a look on your shelves

at home
do f

for these titles?
ind one,

donot

worry

It would be great to turn up some of them.
alb®dlult

If you
deptl mat ngf

put it in an old envelope or such (anonymously!) and leave it for me in the
pigeonholes. Many thanks.

May 2009

Barton, John
Bennett, Ri ta
Colquhoun, Frank
Gumbel, Nicky
Hicks, Peter
Hicks, Peter
Howie, Vicki
Huggett, Joyce
Larcombe, Je nnifer
Smith, Delia
Weatherhead, L
Wilson, A N

Also, a grey booklet

Love unknowné death & resurrection

How to pray for inner healing

New parish prayers
Holy Spirit
What could | be?
What could | do?
Easy ways
Smile of love
Unexpected healing
Journey into God

(2 copies)

f

Prescription for anxiety

C S Lewis: a biography

Facing depression

15

0]

r

seasonal fu

Gaynor Davies
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Virtual Suggestion Box

We are hoping to get an actua | suggestion box for the church. In the

meant i me, we wi || have to make do with a
suggestions about the way we should do things or the way things should be at

Trinity, please put them in writing. Then , either put them i n the Church
Secretaryds pigeonhole or email them direc
Goddard, on goddard_john(at)hotmail.com. John promises that any suggestions

will be given serious consideration.

Christian Aid Week

110617 May 2009
Volunteers are needed to help with the door -to-door collection. Please add
your name and details to the list on the notice board or contact D avid Rains
for more information

Indian Ocean Rowing Race

James and Jamie spoke during the Everybody's slot at one service and are now
4% days int o the Indian Ocean rowing race.  With all the preparation, phone
calls, last minute things to do , etc, | have been unable to get to church and
many people are asking how they can f ol |l ow the Jamedsrdl pr og
Jami e are both so grateful for everybodyds
prayers. They have had bad weather and are already aching all over but very
determined to carry on.
For more information and to follow their progress , see the website:
www indianoceanrowingrace09.com
Darryl Thysse
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Chalfont Club

Thursdays
from 2.00 pm until 3.30pm
Trinity Church Hall

Everyone welcome.
Entrance: £1
(includes raffle ticket and cup of tea)

Summer Programme 2009

7 May Action for Children Madelaine Clarke
the new name for NCH

14 May More true stories to inspire you Sandy Mathieson
(Postage stamps will be given to Sandy)

21 May Travels with &dAunt i e @onyHolland
an iflustrated talk from a retired BBC man

28 May to be confirmed

4 June Outing
A Variety Show in the New Forest

11 June The Crusades Colin Mitchell
a light, illustrated talk about these little -known events
18 June Keep active - Andrea Ford

gentle, seated exercise and advice on keeping mobile
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25 June Kagando Andrew Holt
the latest news from the hospital in Uganda

2 July Another opening, another show Wendy Carne
a talk and songs by a Sainsbury Singer

9 July Face to Face John Lee
life in Indlia in words and pictu  res

16 July Garden Party
Restarts Thursday 10 September 2009.

All are welcome at 2pm in Trinity Church Hall
Please bring a friend or neighbour

Contact Rosemary Reece for more details .

Sunday Fellowship Lunches

You are once again invited to have Sunday lunch with one
of the hosts:

10 May Corinne & Gareth Rees**

17 May Joy & Phil Hooper**

24 May Bank Holiday Weekend

31 May Pam & John Medcraft

To accept one of these invitations, simply sign up on the sheet on the n  otice
board at the back of the ¢ hurch.
** |f you have young children, Corin ne & Gareth and Joy & Phil would love to
welcome you as a family.
If you would like to host a Sunday Fellowship Lunch, or would like to know more
about the scheme, please feel free to contac  tme.

Phil Hooper
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Youth Net

I f youdre between 11 and 18
more about what following Christ can mean to you in
todayds worl|l dwe@&@ad meowé otn@ see

When:

13 and 27 May, 7:15 0 8:45

(We meet on the 2 " and 4™ Wednesday of each month
during term time )

Where :
Trinity Church, Lower Earley

What :

13May-Dondét worry, be happy
27 May - Half Term activity

What else:

Soul Survivor: 12 to 16 August
(Contact Bethan at bethan_15(at) yahoo.co.ukfor more details .)

Whom to contact :
Laura Brannelly, Mike Bushnell, Martin Carrick, Bethan Jones, Gemma Keeley or
Gemma Whiteman

Days of Encouragement for Women at Highmoor Hall
Dates for your diary

Guest Speakers
Julie Sheldoni Thursday 7 May 2009
Tricia Marnham i Wednesday 14 October 2009

For further information, please contact Amanda Girdler

Email: amandaconnectedat) yahoo.com
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Eighteeni Thirty Cell
Thursday 8pm in the chapel, Trinity Church
For more information, contact Laura or Gemma
Email: etc.trinity (at)yahoo.co.uk
Facebook: ETC (EighteenThirty Cell)
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Nursery Service
For O - 5s,

parents & carers
at

Trinity Church

A short, interactive pre -school service
with songs, stories, music & games
followed by craft, toys, action songs, fellowship and refreshments.

Every Wednesday
Term time
2pm - 3pm

Dates:
6, 13 & 20 May
[Half Term Break: 27 May]
3,10, 17 & 24 June
1,8 & 15 July

Come and join the fun!
Everyone welcome.

Trinity Church Office 0118931 3124. Ann Baker

The Wednesday Group
continues to meet each Wednesday at 8pm
at 42 Clevedon Drive.

Everyone welcome.

For further information, contact Christine and Robert:
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