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JULY  2009 

 
5 July Holy Communion Rev Jon Salmon 8.00am 

 Family Worship Rev Jon Salmon & 

Cath Bethell 

10.00am 

 P3  6.00pm 

8 July Nursery Service  2.00pm 

12 July Holy Communion Rev Jon Salmon & 

Chris Hancock 

10.00am 

 Evening Worship Nancy Quinnell 6.00pm 

13 July Monday Night Worship Keith & Lisa Waite 8.00pm 

15 July Nursery Service  2.00pm 

19 July Morning Worship Howard Ballard 8.00am 

 Family Worship Rev Jon Salmon &  

Giles Murphy 

10.00am 

 P3 Andrew Curnow 6.00pm 

26 July Family Worship Rev Jon Salmon  10.00am 

 Holy Communion Rev Jon Salmon 6.00pm 

27 July Summer Holiday Praise Keith & Lisa Waite 8.00pm 

 

Please note that there is a Nursery Service every Wednesday during 

termtime . 

 

A Time of Prayer:  

Every Sunday, from 9.30am, in the Chapel, 

befo re the 10am service  

WEEKLY PRAYERS:  

9.45am W ednesdays (Communion 4th Wed)  

 
The Church Vestry is staffed on Saturdays between 9.30am and 11.00am.  

If you would like to arrange a Thanksgiving for the birth of a child,   

a Baptism or a Marriage, or discuss any  pastoral matters, please come then,  
or ring the Church Office on 0118 931 3124.  

Jonõs day off is Friday.  
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AUGUST 2009 

 
2 August Holy Communion Rev Jon Salmon 8.00am 

 All Age Family Worship Rev Jon Salmon 10.00am 

 P3  6.00pm 

9 August All Age Communion Rev David Ellis & 

Cath Bethell 

10.00am 

 Evening Worship Kate Robinson & 

Lisa Waite 

6.00pm 

16 August Morning Worship  8.00am 

 All Age Family Worship Giles Murphy & 

Sarah Brayshaw 

10.00am 

 P3  6.00pm 

23 August All Age Family Worship Rev Jon Salmon & 

Cath Bethell 

10.00am 

 Holy Communion Rev Nina Mead 6.00pm 

30 August All Age Communion Rev Jon Salmon & 

Giles Murphy 

10.00am 

 P3  6.00pm 

6 September Holy Communion Rev Jon Salmon  8.00am 

 Family Worship Rev Jon Salmon 10.00am 

 P3  6.00pm 

9 September Nursery Service  2.00pm 

A Time of Prayer:  

Every Sunday, from 9.30am, in the Chapel, 

before the 10am service  

WEEKLY PRAYERS:  

9.45am W ednesdays (Communion 4th Wed)  
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Ministerõs Letter ? 
 

Take Thatõs song òGreatest Dayó includes these lyrics: 

 

òToday, this could be the greatest day of our lives  é stay close to me é letõs 

make a new start é the future is ours to hold é arms open wide éó* 

 

Whenever I hear this song , Iõm always reminded, 

challenged and inspired about my journey with God , 

because the words could so easily be applied to God and 

faith in Him, and the approach to life that we should be 

taking.  I love the song.  The questions for us all focus 

around whether we do stay close to Him, and treat 

today as the greatest day of our lives?  What inspires 

you to stay close to God, or , if you are not close t o Him, 

what might be in the way?  The Dutch priest Henri 

Nouwen wrote in his book , òIn the Name of Jesusó** , 

òGod is a God of the present and reveals to those who 

are willing to listen carefully to the moment in which 

they live the steps the y are to take t oward the future ó.  The impression I get 

is that the people I come into contact with who are most like Jesus and seem 

to be making the most of each day are those who take the time to listen to 

God each day.  I want to be better at this and want to make mor e time for 

listening to Him in all I do.  

 

Feedback about the 24 -7 week of prayer has been positive.  It was a shame 

the church wasnõt open for the whole time but it inspired many people and it 

was great to see the range of different activities many of the CTEER 

churches are involved in.  The personal prayer stations were really creative 

and added so much.  CTEER has just had its AGM and the overall feeling about 

the 24 -7 was very positive and Trinity was thanked for hosting it.  Many 

thanks from me too to  t hose who helped put it together, who came and prayed 

and then cleared up afterwards.  The event has certainly given CTEER some 

fresh inspiration and a small working group , which includes me , will be looking 

to see what the way forward might be now for chur ches in East Reading. 

 

So what has the summer in store?  I hope many, if not all , of us can kick back a 

bit and find more time to relax and hopefully enjoy some good weather, some 

time away and more than the odd BBQ.  It will be exciting to welcome back 



July / August 2009 5  

James and Jamie once they finish their mega Indian Ocean rowing race.  As I 

write this , they are 65 days in (can you imagine?!) , with just over 1200 nautical 

miles to go.  What an achievement.  Remember you can sponsor Sparks and 

Headway by going onto their website www.oztoafrica.com .  Once they are 

back, I hope we can arrange an evening , perhaps, where they can come and 

share some of their experience with us.  

 

Please note that our Hol iday Bible Club is taking place towards the end of 

August ð look out for details (see page 9 of this magazine)  and, if youõd like to 

get involved , speak to Vronwyn Hutch.  If it is half as good as last year , itõll be 

fab and well worth coming to.  Many thanks in advance to the team plann ing 

this day.   

 

Lastly, please do read Gordonõs updates on our financial situation.  Itõs really 

encouraging to read positive news but we still are not out of the woods.  I 

really believe God is at the very centre of the challenges we face at Trinity 

and Iõm praying that, as we engage more fully with our priorities for the future 

over the next few months , we will see our giving increase ð financially and 

otherwise.  

 

Please keep praying and listening to our Father in Heaven.  Remember 

Ephesians 4:4-6, òThere is one body and one Spirit ð just as you were called to 

one hope when you were called ð one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and 

Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.ó 

 

Have a great summer. 

Every blessing,  

Jon 

 
*Lyrics taken fro m the song òGreatest Dayó by Take That and their album òThe Circusó.  
**Henri Nouwen, òIn the Name of Jesus:  Reflections of Christian Leadershipó, 1989, p5 
(Darton, Longman and Todd)  

 

http://www.oztoafrica.com/
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The Alpha Course Autumn 2009  
During Lent and several weeks after , Tri nity Church ran two Alpha courses.  

The first was the full Alpha course and the second course an Alpha Express 

course.  Both courses were well attended and were enjoyed by all who came.  

What is an Alpha Course?  

It is a series of talks using DVDs , followed by group discussion.  The evening 

starts with  a simple meal with water or wine, where the two rules are you donõt 

talk about the church or the course.  The talks help  us explore the meaning of 

life - see below for details of each session.  

Is it for me?  

Come and talk to us, or our minister Jon Salmon , or anyone you know who has 

been on an Alpha course.  There is no cost to join, just a small contribution to 

the meal.  There is no commitment beyond the first meeting , if you find it is 

not for you.  The course  will suit new Christians, people who would like to find 

out more about Jesus and where he fits into life and, yes , lifel ong Christians 

who would like to refresh their faith.  

The Programme  

Wednesday 7 October  Is There More to Life than This?  

Wednesday 14 October  Who is Jesus?  

Wednesday 21 October  Why did Jesus Die?  

Wednesday 28 October  How Can We Have Faith?  

Wednesday 4 November  Why and How Do I Pray?  

Wednesday 11 November Why and How Should I Read The Bible?  

Sat urday  14 November  The Holy Spirit Day   

 with Greyfriars Church at Fawley Court ,  

Henley  

 Who is the Holy Spirit?  

 What does the Holy Spirit Do?  

 How Can I be Filled With the Holy Spirit?  
Wednesday 18 November  How does God Guide Us? & How Can I Resist Evil?  

Wednesday 25 November  Why and How Should I Te ll Others?  

Wednesday 2 December  Does God Heal Today? & What about the Church?  

Wednesday 9 December  How can I Make the Most of the Rest of My Life?  

Hopefully , we can have a group of 10 people - if there are more, we can run the 

larger group at the church wh ere we can split into small groups after the 

presentation on the DVD.  Please ask yourself the question , òWhat is your  life 

about?ó and if you would like help answering that question , then please come, 

and why not bring a friend?  The food õs good too! 

Joan & Gordon Guile 
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Bra Bank  
Donate your unwanted bras in good condition  

for poor communities in India  and West Africa  

 
Soroptimist International Reading, Wokingham and Bracknell is collecting bras 

to raise money for two projects that give practical support to two poor 

communities.  The bras are sold to BCR Global Textiles who have found a ready 

market for them in Africa where affordable bras are in short supply.  Most of 

the bras will be sold to women to sell on locally, to raise money to feed their 

families . 

 

The Soroptimists expect a good response ð because many women in UK have 

drawers full of bras we donõt wearé wrong colour, shape, size , etc.   

 

The projects are:  

Á India:   a project to help poor women in a very deprived community outside 

Delhi where the m oney will buy essential materials for them to make into 

childrenõs clothes that they can sell.  This will enable them to earn an 

income and raise the standard of living for their families.  

 

Á Sierra Leone :  òA Family and a Futureó ð a four year project to de velop 

support and training for children and young people orphaned through war 

or the effects of HIV/Aids.  It is being run by Soroptimist International 

in partnership with òHope and Homes for Childrenó. 

 

There will be a box in church to collect bras until Sunday 30 August .  

 

Contact:  

Trinity Church Office 0118 931 3124 or Margaret Barnes  
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Appointments  

made at Church Meeting  
Monday 15 June 2009 

 

The following appointments were approved : 

1. David Paine was appointed as a Church Steward for an init ial period of 

three years to June 2012.  

2. There being no other nominations for the se posts , the following were 

appointed for a second period of three years:  

Cleaning Co-ordinator    Zena Rains 

Education and Nurture Conveno r    Jill Duncan  

Education and Nurt ure Member    Joanna Hassan 

3. The following members of the pastoral link team , having completed a 

period of three years in post, following discussions with Jon Salmon, we re 

appointed for a further year:  

Leslie & Ruth Bainton, Kath Bedborough, John & Sally Br imicombe,  

Sue Brickell, Lynda Brannelly, Richard Cocks, Jean Crawley, Jill Duncan, 

Joan Guile,  Lynn Hill, Wendy Keeley, Pam & John Medcraft,  

Michael Newport, Jill Ramsden, Rosemary Reece, Kate Robinson,  

Margaret Stephens, Lisa Waite, Ann Baker.  

 

John Goddard , Church Secretary  

 

 

Flower Teddy Treasure Hunt  

 
The teddy bear treasure hunt, which was started after the Mothering Sunday 

Service , was finally completed on Fathers õ Day.  The 200 squares at 10p each 

have raised a gra nd total of £20.91 for Trinity.   Thank you to all who had a go, 

and also to Isabelle,  William, Emily, Amy and Hannah, who have been 

encouraging us to b uy a square after each service.   

 

And the winner is Cathy MacLennan, who wins the teddy holding a flower.  
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Holiday Bible Club  

Thursday  27 August  
10am to 4pm 

Trinity Church  
for primary school aged children  

 

òGrand Designsó 
Based around the story of  

Joseph and his coat of many colours  
 

Games, Drama, Cooking Crafts  
 

£5 per child  

Registration Forms will be available in church soon.  

Holiday Bible Club  

Materials Needed for Holiday Bible Club  

We would much appreciate donations of the following items: - 

¶ Leftover pieces of velcro (must have both parts/sides)   

¶ Standard sized plastic seed trays (clean if possible)  

¶ Strong rubber bands  

¶ Lots of brigh tly coloured fabric scraps or 

pieces, ie rainbow colours (pastel or pale 
colours not required)  

¶ Lots of brightly coloured pieces of card or 

paper, ie rainbow colours (pastel or pale 
colours not required)  

¶ Large selection of brightly coloured 

haberdashery ite ms/trimmings needed, such as ribbons, curtain fringing, 

furniture/lampshade trimmings or tassels, pom -poms, buttons, laces, 

sequins, scoobies - or similar items, such as brightly coloured hair 

decorations or gift wrappin g ribbons and bows/decorations  

¶ Gingerbread men cutters (to lend only, and must be named)  

 

There will be a marked cardboard box provided in church, for donations, from 

Sunday 5 July.  Any queries to Cathy MacLennan or Alison Travers.  

Thank you! 
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Thursday Group at the Bushnells  
We thought weõd let you know what we are up to as a group.  

 

We have spent the last 12 weeks looking at prayer with Philip Yancey.  This has 

provided lots of challenges about how we òdoó prayer and what we expect from 

it.  The course has also provided encouragement about  what we are already 

doing well and how we can keep on learning and growing.  We will put the DVD 

from the course and a copy of the study manual in the church library , so that 

anyone can use it as a resource.  

 

We are taking a break over the summer but retu rning on Thursday 3  

September at 8pm for an evening of coffee and puddings.  If you would like to 

come along to find out what we do , or just come along for the puddings , it 

would be great to see you at 3 Allendale Road, Earley.  

 

If you would like to try ou t òsmall group-ingó or just join us for a short time, 

we would love to have you along!  From Thursday 10 September , we are doing a 

4 week course written by Jeff Lucas called, òStop Looking for the Will of 

Godó. 

 

The synopsis: òStop Looking for the Will of God suggests that we stop trying 

to find out what God wants us to do ð and start seeking Him instead!  This is a 

focus on how we can discover Godõs guidance for our life and what Jesus can 

teach us.ó 

 

The four sessions are as follows:  

Å Myths about Guidance from God  

Å Doing Godõs Will 

Å How God Speaks 

Å Learning from Jesus 

 

Each person will be given a participantõs guide which provides discussion 

questions for the small group meeting as well as 5 daily readings to help you 

delve more deeply into the topic i f you wish to during the week.  

We think it is going to be an exciting and interesting course and hop e you 

would like to join us too.  

We hope to see you at 8pm on Thursday 3 September for puddings!  
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For more info , email: Thursday (at) bushnells.plus.com 
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Trini ty Giving Update  
Good News 

The May income figures are the best this year, and I feel the best monthly 

figure ever at our c hurch.  Following the Church Meeting on 17 May 2009 , we 

received two large Envelope Gifts from members, and I understand there is 

more to come.  (See June Magazine for the minutes of that meeting and my 

article for more detail .) 

 

The Good News doesnõt stop - I have been made aware that several more 

members, who havenõt used Envelopes or Standing Orders (SO) before, will be 

starting to gi ve by SO in June.  This may reduce cash giving but will help us to 

recover an extra 20% from their Income Tax.  

  

There is Good News on the Gift Aid we can recover from the Tax Man .  John 

Medcraft, our Gift Aid Secretary, informs me our Gift Aid for the fir st half 

year was £5,849.86, which is great, but when you look at our SO and Envelope 

giving in the second half year , I proje ct this will increase to over £ 7,000 in 

the second half year.  

 

All this good news will reduce the projected deficit for this year by  over 

£1,000 to nearer  £ 3,000 .  But it is  still a deficit .  The more members who 

increase their giving and use the Gift Aid Envelopes or SO , the more our 

deficit will  continue to reduce and this will help next yearõs projection.  The 

action we agreed at th e 17 May Church Meeting will ensure next year we will 

have a surplus, if we achieve the targets I h ave set.  The ôstakeõ has been put 

in the ground on where w e need to be by the end of 2010 - in surplus and 

building up our balances again .  Together, with t he Holy Spirit with us, we can 

and, I feel , will  achieve our goal.  God Bless Trinity.  

Gordon Guile, Treasurer  

Collections September 2008 to May 2009  

          

 Sep Oct  Nov Dec Jan  Feb Mar  Apr  May 

Cash 954  1185 1092 677  913 775  1063 1117 1361 

Envs 1134 1259 1473 1178 1259 1163 1350 1023 2152 

S O 2984  2491 3154 2699  3691 3595  3718 3725  3511 

Total  5072  4935  5719 4554  5863  5533  6131 5865  7024  

Wks 4 4 5 4 4 4 5 4 5 
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Chalfont Club  
 

Thursdays  

from  2.00 pm until 3.30pm  

Trinity Church Hall  
Entrance:  £1  

(includes raffle ticket and cup of tea)  
 

Summer Programme 2009  
 

2 July    Another opening,  another show   Wendy Carne  

  a talk and songs by a Sainsbury Singer  
   

9 July   Face to Face     John Lee  

  life in India in words and pictures  
 

16 July   Garden Part y 
 

Autumn Programme 2009  
 

10 Sept ember   TOYBOX ð 

the work is expanding in more South 
American countries  

Tony & Jean Gibbs  

   

17 September  Serenade ð  

the singers from Bearwood are here to 
delight you  

Gaye Rees 

   

24 September  Galapagos ð  

a PowerPoint presentation of a visit to this  

fascinating place  

David Granger  
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1 October   òNice Whiskersó but whose?  

(not on animals) 
Jean Dyer  

   

8 October  Harvest Praise  

Committee meeting  

Jon Salmon 

Graham Iles  

   

15 October  Beautiful Emerald Isle ð  

enjoy the sce nes and informative talk  
John Hawes 

   

22 October  How things we canõt do without, came about! 

a PowerPoint presentation by an excellent 
speaker 

Tony King 

   

29 October  The help that AGE CONCERN in Berks can 

give us ð a new service  

Jo Mason 

   

5 November  Traidcraft ð buy your Christmas cards and 
gifts to help the people who made them  

Pam Thompson 

   

12 November  The Verney Family of Claydon House ð 

a story of love, war and madness  
John Brearley  

   

19 November  More light -hearted reminiscences of a li fe in 

education  

Peter Sullivan  

   

26 November  Seasonal Colours ð a slide show with a 

difference ð highly recommended  

Norman Horsham  

   

3 December   Christmas Lunch   

   

10 December   Christmas Entertainment ð a light -hearted 
look at this time of year  

Phil & Joy Hooper  

 

Everyone is welcome to come to Trinity Church Hall at 2pm.  
 

Contact Rosemary Reece for more details . 
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Sunday Fellowship Lu nches 
 

 

 

 

 

There is an open invitation for anyone from Trinity to join one of the hosts for 

Sunday lunch.  Normally , the invitation is for four guests.  

The hosts in July are:  

12 July   Jill & David Ramsden  

19 July   Joan & Gordon Guile 

All you have to do i s sign up on one of the lists on the Church Notice Board.  So 

why not take advantage of the invitation, so that you can get to know one 

another better while enjoying a meal together in an informal setting?  

 

There is no charge; you donõt have to bring anything; there is no expectation of 

a return invitation.  If you feel uncomfortable accepting a free meal, you can 

always give a little extra to the church in your offering.  

NB:  Sunday Fellowship Lunches will not be offered over the summer holiday 

period, but  will begin again towards the end of September.  

 

If you would like to host a Sunday Fellowship Lunch, have any questions, or 

would like to know more about the scheme,  please feel free to contact me . 

Phil Hooper  

 
Cream Teas 

every Sunday in July  

3pm to 6pm  

Silchester Methodist Church  
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Thursday Afternoon Group, 1.30 ï 3pm  

19 Instow Road, Earley RG6 5QH  

Hosted by:  

Vronwyn Hutch  

& Margaret Evans  

 

The first Thursday afternoon of each month.  

 

The dates for the rest of 2009 are as follows:  

2 July  

no meeting in August  

3 September  

1 October  

5 November  

3 December  

 

We would love to see you ï and 

any children that you may 

have with you.  

 

 

 
Thursday Afternoon Group  
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Nursery Service  

For 0 - 5s,  

parents & carers  
at  

Trinity Church  
 

A short, interactive pre -school service  

with songs, stories, music & games  

followed by craft, toys, action songs,  fellowship and refreshments.  

Every Wednesday  

Term time  

2pm -  3pm 

 

Dates:  
8 July  @ Trinity  

15 July Teddy Bearsõ Picnic 

1pm to 3pm @ Chalfont Park  

 

Come and join the fun!  

Everyone welcome.  

 

New term begins:  Wednesday 9 September  
 

Trinity Church Office  0118 931 3124.                  Ann Baker  

 

The Wednesday Group  
continues to  meet each Wednesday at 8pm  

at 42 Clevedon Drive.  

Everyone welcome. 

 
For further information, contact Christine and Robert . 
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If you missed church on Sunday, thereõs always ééé 

Monday Night Worship  

 
 

 

 

New for 2009!  

 

 

 

 

Couldnõt get to church on Sunday? 

In need of a spiritual boost after the 1 st  day of the week?  
 

Join us in the Trinity Chapel  

at 8pm  

on the 2 nd and 4 th  Mondays of each month  

during school term time  

for a short informal service ,  

followed by tea and coffee.  
 

Monday 13 July  

Monday 27 July  

[none in August ]  
Monday 14 September  

Monday 28 September  

 

 

Open Garden News  
Thank you to everyone who came to our open garden on 14 June - it was a very 

successful afternoon when the sun shone for us.   

We raised £120 for church flowers . 

Ann McKie 
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Church Walks 
 

JULY WALK  

Saturday 25 July  
 

An all d ay walk ð 7 to 8miles ð 

around North Stoke and Ipsden  

led by Jenny and Malcolm Iosson.  

Unfortunately, there is no pub for lunch,  

so bring a picnic and plenty of water to drink.   

Letõs hope it will be a dry day! 

Meet at Trinity at 10.00am.  

 

 

AUGUST WALK  
The August walk will be on  

Bank Holiday Monday 31 August.  
Meet at Trinity at 2.00pm.  

 

We will be doing a 4 mile walk  

in the countryside around Arborfield Cross,  

returning to Arborfield Cross recreation ground  

for our  traditional picnic.  

Further information from Pam & John Medcraft . 

 

 






























